
Dear Fellow Builders, 

Starting June 13th, Builders For Christ will be working near Hutchinson, MN assisting Immanuel Lutheran 
build a new school.    They have outgrown their current building and until the new school is completed, 
they will have classes in their church basement to accommodate their growing attendance.  They 
currently have about 70 students but intend to increase that by 10 students per year until they reach 
140.  They believe that the new building will greatly aid in their mission.  The church and school are in 
rural Hutchinson about 4 miles west of town, about an hour north of New Ulm, MN and 65 miles west of 
Minneapolis.   Immanuel Lutheran Church has a membership of about 235.  They  are cooperating in this 
venture with Grace Lutheran Church in Hutchinson.  Grace’s membership is near 300. 

The new school is approximately 12,000 square feet all wood construction with 12 ft. sidewalls and a 
low slope roof.  The scope of our work will be framing and sheeting the walls and the roof, installing the 
windows, house wrap and siding.  A large work force at the beginning of the project (six weeks) would 
allow us to get the framing done in a timely manner and get the project off to a good start.  Everyone 
loves framing, right?  Siding will probably take us into September, but that’s a project for 8-10 people.   
I’m praying we can have around 20 volunteers for the framing part.   

We will work each week Tuesday – Saturday and invite local volunteers to join us.  We work on Saturday 
to accommodate local volunteers who can’t help during the regular work week but would like to assist 
on the project. This has worked well, on past projects, for congregation members who are not yet 
retired.  Our daily hours will include devotion at 7:30 with work starting at 8:00 and pick up time at 3:45. 
On warmer days, we may, by mutual agreement, adjust our schedule to avoid the heat of the day.   

A noon meal and morning and afternoon break will be provided by the congregation.  Breakfast and 
evening meal are on your own. 

Camping will be on site.  We have permission from the county for 6 campsites.   We will have a BFC 
camper or two available if needed.  The church also has a 4 bedroom home on site that is available for 
those without a camper.  There is also a parsonage available about 12 miles away and an overflow 
campground available 4 miles away. 

Later on in October and November there may be other work available.  It will be beyond camping season 
in Minnesota but if we can find accommodations, such as the 4-bedroom home, for those wanting to 
help with insulation and finish carpentry, we will keep that possibility open. 

Attractions in Hutchinson, MN - https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g43185-Activities-
Hutchinson_Minnesota.html      

Please prayerfully consider joining us on this project. 

Please call me with any questions you may have. 

Elwood Heldt, Project Manager 

507-327-3313  

Elwood and Connie Heldt, Dan Oetzman, Brian and Ramona Saatkamp 


