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Thank you for being a bold participant in Kingdom Workers’ mission!
Your work, prayers, and financial support have driven this organization for 30 years and, Lord willing, will take our mission to mobilize
believers to new places and people in 2019 and beyond.
During 2018 the Lord blessed our work and brought the gospel message and Christ’s love through Christian welfare to more than 14,000
people on four continents. Local leadership continued to emerge and
strengthen in places like Malawi, South Sudan, and Indonesia with
more than 2,000 people from multiple countries serving as volunteers. Ordinary church members recognized their opportunities to not
only serve their neighbors, but also to mobilize their church communities to serve their broader community with the gospel and with help
in their neighbors’ daily lives.

Letter
from the
President
& CEO

Especially encouraging is the ownership local lay-leaders display in
determining the direction of their work, identifying potential challenges, and tracking outcomes. In Malawi the local leadership team
participated in the training of additional disability ministry volunteers
in new locations. With Builders For Christ, the volunteer project managers helped select the next construction projects.
The next phase of work around the globe is continued equipping and
empowering of local leadership and strengthening of their teams. At
the same time, discovering new and innovative ways to serve groups
of people in new areas and new languages will be a highlight in the
coming years at Kingdom Workers.
As we work together in 2019, we will recognize 30 years of blessings
through Kingdom Workers and honor the people who God used to
grow this organization. We will also look ahead to exciting new opportunities before us around the globe and ask the Lord to continue to
bless this work.

Bill Meier
President & CEO
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Jesus cares
about the
whole person.

So do we.

Rose + Comfort
The sun baked the earth as Rose and Comfort
made their way to where Mr. Ikade and his
family of ten lived.
It had been years since the family was in church,
and not all the family members were baptized.
Rose and Comfort had received medical training
from All Saints Rural Health Services in Nigeria
and currently work as medical volunteers in
their parish. They heard that the family was in
need and hoped that by offering medical aid, a
door might be opened to provide spiritual care.
While walking to the Ikade home, Rose and
Comfort prayed that the Holy Spirit would work
on the family’s spiritual health as they worked to
improve their physical health.
As Rose and Comfort talked with the family,
they noticed that many of the young children
were ill. The mother explained that her children
were often sick because they didn’t have mosquito netting to keep diseases like Malaria from
infecting them. Rose and Comfort grabbed two

mosquito nets they had brought with them and
gave them to the family. This small but significant gift established a relationship between the
volunteers and the family.
As Rose and Comfort helped set up the mosquito nets, they shared the gospel with the
family and also talked about the importance of
baptism. Before they left, the family thanked the
volunteers for their visit and for giving them the
mosquito nets.
That Sunday Mr. Ikade and his family were all in
church and have been frequently attending ever
since. Recently the family started attending the
baptism classes to learn more, and we pray that
soon the whole family will be baptized. Thanks
to the volunteer efforts of Rose and Comfort,
the family’s physical and spiritual health is
growing stronger.
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Financial Overview
T OTA L R E V E N U E

T OTA L E X P E N S E S

Revenue Sources

Allocation of Expenses
73%

32%

PROGRAMS

INDIVIDUALS

Up 6% from 2017

61%
GRANTS

3%

13%

CHURCHES & SCHOOLS

FUNDRAISING

4%

14%

OT H E R
Includes bequests, investments,
donated time, donations from
businesses, etc.

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E
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Impact
PEOPLE SERVED

12,862 IN 2017

INTERACTIONS

LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

VISITING VOLUNTEERS

1,651 IN 2017

386 IN 2017

As we continue to focus on local sustainability (activating
believers in their own community for long-term impact),
local leadership is strengthened and the number of visiting
volunteers needed decreases.

80,038 IN 2017

Because of the variety of the programs we have, not all programs and activities are featured in this report. The numbers on this spread, however, reflect the totals for all programs and activities across Kingdom Workers.

7
KINGDOM WORKERS

More local
commitment
means more

opportunities

to connect people
to Christ in a
sustainable way.

Indonesia
PEOPLE SERVED

LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

READING & LITERACY

W AT E R & S A N I TAT I O N

Reading Gardens in rural Indonesia are bringing to life
a passion for reading and the chance to encounter the
love of Jesus. These safe spaces offer children and their
families a place to learn to read and independently learn
about their loving Savior. By combining reading lessons
with the message of the gospel, this program is giving
children a chance at a better life on earth and a certainty
of an eternity with their Father in heaven. In 2018 over
70 people were able to hear about God’s love through the
reading and literacy programs at the Reading Gardens.

In rural Indonesia access to clean water means children
are able to attend school, water-borne diseases have
been mostly eradicated, and our congregation partners
have become an integral part of their communities.
Sanitation units make a big difference in areas where
there are inadequate sources of water for agriculture,
drinking, and daily life during 3-5 months of the year.
This year, amongst other projects, we expanded water
projects to two additional villages. We also began the
construction of eight dormitory bathrooms—four for
boys and four for girls—at a high school. By working with
the local people to meet their needs, we are able to cultivate relationships which lead to sharing the gospel and
changing lives.

H E A LT H FA I R S

78%

Health Fairs in rural Indonesia are improving people’s
lives by providing education on topics like heart and
respiratory health. From free clinics to practical tutorials, this program uses discussions on improving bodily
health as a chance to share how God has healing for
their spiritual lives as well. In 2018 respiratory health
was a main focus of the health fairs. Clean-burning cook
stoves were introduced at nine congregations to help
people combat their respiratory illnesses due to smoke
inhalation. This year over 1,400 people attended the
health fairs.

of survey respondents experienced diarrhea
in their families and 70% experienced skin
rashes in their families that they attributed
to water sanitation issues.
The need for clean water
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In the places where we have brought
in water, people thought it was never
possible. Through Kingdom Workers
many people have been blessed.
LO C A L VO LU NT E E R

Malawi
PEOPLE SERVED

LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

MINISTRY TO PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES
In Malawi where people with disabilities are often ostracized,
a church group working within their community sends a powerful message of God’s love. We partner with the Lutheran
Church of Central Africa (LCCA) Malawi Synod to equip lay
people to reach out to families and individuals living with physical and/or developmental disabilities. This year we continued
to bring Christ-centered care and support to those with disabilities by expanding our home-based care program to Malawi’s
Central Region. Local volunteers received additional training to
prepare them to administer improved at-home care. As more
people are impacted by the earthly care provided by this program, God’s love also changes their spiritual lives.

I have been changed in my
day to day life. I have learned
to know Jesus as my Savior.

Change

P R O G R A M PA RT I C I PA N T

92%

Caregivers of children with cerebral
palsy reported how neighbors and
community members treated their
children. Only 30% treated them well
before their children received help,
but after involvement with the program over 60% reported better treatment from the community.

of Worship at the Cross (modified
worship services) participants now
join in worship through singing, an
increase from just 65% in 2017.
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86%

of caregivers say their
child has improved as a result
of home-based care.

Precious
Precious looked up at the sky
as a flock of birds flew overhead.
A light breeze sent leaves whispering against
each other. His mother was deep in conversation with one of the Kingdom Workers volunteers near the house. The world was alive with
a myriad of sounds, but for Precious there was
nothing but silence.

and encouragement. As volunteers got to know
Precious, they realized he qualified to receive
funds for hospital transport.
As part of the disability ministry, funds are provided to individuals and families who require
transport to hospitals for medical treatments.
After years of silence, Precious would be able
to hear again. He was brought to the Elizabeth
Central Hospital audiology clinic to undergo an
ear operation.

All his life Precious had suffered from an ailment that caused fluid to build up in his ears.
When he was younger, his mother had been
able to afford the constant trips to the hospital
to drain the fluid, but when Precious turned five,
his mother could no longer afford to take him.
Eventually the fluid build-up caused Precious to
go deaf.

When Precious woke up from the operation,
the world around him was alive with sounds
once again. Since then he has started attending
school and says that he hopes to become a doctor to help others like him some day.

Not long after that, Precious fell behind in
school and eventually stopped going altogether.
At 14 years old, Precious had been out of school
for almost 10 years. It didn’t seem like anything
was going to change until his aunt heard about
the Kingdom Workers’ disability ministry.

His mother Elizabeth is overjoyed at the transformation of her son. After seeing firsthand the
impact that the Worship at the Cross services
have had on her son’s spiritual and physical life,
Elizabeth urges other families of special needs
children to attend. Without the disability ministry, Precious would still be living in a silent world
unaware of how much God loves him and all
that God has planned for him.

Soon the family was introduced to the Likwakwanda disability ministry volunteer team. The
team began frequently visiting Precious and his
family to provide them all with spiritual support
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South Sudan
Gambella, Ethiopia
LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

VISITING VOLUNTEERS

WASH TRAINING
In Ethiopia, WASH (Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene) programming is bringing sustainable physical and spiritual aid to South
Sudanese refugees who fled violence in their home country.
In the refugee settlements in Ethiopia, finding clean water is
an ongoing challenge, and many people must take their water
from shallow wells, swamps, and rivers. This presents many
dangers for refugees as drinking the unclean water can lead
to the contraction of various types of waterborne illnesses.
Teams of educators from local Lutheran churches who were
trained by visiting South Sudanese volunteers use WASH
training workshops to talk to the community about sanitation
strategies that can prevent such diseases. Along with these
conversations, each education team works alongside a pastor
who shares a devotion with prayer and encourages people to
keep growing in their faith.

When we visited the
congregations… we talked
about how we all work
together to build the church.
SIMON, VISITING VOLUNTEER

Growth

PEOPLE SERVED

The team of health educators, initially trained in WASH
and basic public health in
2017, was further trained
in 2018 in lesson planning,
data collection, and menstrual hygiene management
for girls.

This year additional local health educators were trained by a
team of four American and Canadian South Sudanese volunteers, and now all 13 congregations in the Gambella area have
a male and female health educator. Thanks to the combined
physical and spiritual efforts of these local people, more than
3,000 refugees were served this year and the love of Jesus
was proclaimed.

The local educators liked very much that Kingdom Workers volunteers came
for two years in a row. They feel supported that their work is important.
PE TER, VISITING VOLUNTEER
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Nigeria
PEOPLE SERVED

LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

The main purpose of the volunteers’
work is to share the gospel and health
knowledge gained in their workshops
through home visits.
P E T E R , V O L U N T E E R C O O R D I N AT O R

A L L S A I N T S R U R A L H E A LT H S E R V I C E S

Impact

In Nigeria, All Saints Rural Health Services (ASRHS) has been
providing basic health services and education to those in need
since 2009. Dedicated Lutheran health professionals and pastors empower and train local women from the parish. These
women then visit the sick, homebound, and those in need
of additional spiritual support and use this training to help
them. With Nigeria’s life expectancy in the mid to low 50s, this
program provides a better quality of life centered around the
life-saving power of the gospel. Since 2015 we have partnered
with ASRHS to provide spiritual encouragement and health
education to these female members of the congregation. The
health education training covers child and maternal health,
malaria, tuberculosis, and more. This year nearly 300 people were impacted by the ongoing work being done by these
bold women.

Mrs. Lydia Orim Odey, one of the volunteers, visited a home to give a health
talk and discovered a child experiencing persistent diarrhea. She educated
the mother on personal hygiene and gave the child an ORS sachet and
zinc tablet—items she received in her training. The child improved. Two
weeks later the woman and her child came to the church. The child was
baptized. The woman was so grateful for the treatment and the words of
God preached to her. She believes that with God all things are possible.
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Apache Reservations
PEOPLE SERVED

LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

INTERACTIONS

This will empower tribal
members to be able to take
on these tasks and be able
to do the work themselves.
C O M M U N I T Y PA RT N E R
IN WHITERIVER, AZ

EAST FORK YOUTH GARDEN
The gardening program in East Fork, Arizona,
uses Jesus’ parables to inspire and educate children and families about gardening and the gospel. Basic gardening lessons, games, and meals
cooked with food grown in the garden create a
Christian community and reduce the risk of type 2
diabetes and obesity. As children and community
members invest time in growing their own healthy
food, their souls also receive spiritual food by participating in devotions on the parables of Jesus.
Together with Kingdom Workers volunteers, they
pray for rain, blessings on the harvest, and peace
for families. This year 124 people were able to
grow in their knowledge of best gardening practices and the love of their Savior.

Apache families were asked in a community survey,

“Are you able to fix your own home?”
FULLY ABLE 7
6
5
4
3
2
NOT ABLE 1

AVERAGE
RESPONSE
OF 1.9
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D I Y H O M E R E PA I R W O R K S H O P S
On the White Mountain reservation, home repair
workshops and Christian friendships give residents a stable foundation on which to center their
lives. The unemployment rate on the reservation is
near 70%, and the latest US census reported that
a large portion of people under 18 live in poverty.
Because of this and other factors, many homes
are in disrepair. The DIY (Do It Yourself) program
provides workshops to give families the needed
skills to repair their own homes while experiencing Christian service and learning about their
Savior. Over 150 people attended the workshops
this year. Lessons focused on how to repair windows, fix plumbing, improve flooring, and more.
As residents gain new skills, job opportunities
open up, living conditions improve, and more lives
are impacted by the love and truth of Christ.

Tommy
A light on the ceiling flickered
on and off before going dim.
The shadows that filled the space echoed the darkness Tommy felt. He was in
jail for dealing drugs, his kids were growing up without their father, and he was
afraid for his life. In this darkness, the healing light of God’s grace and truth
reached into Tommy’s heart. The light on the ceiling began to glow again.
Through the Holy Spirit, Tommy’s faith grew stronger, and his life started to
change. He began studying the Bible and talking with other inmates about God.
Like many stories in the Bible, God was using an unlikely hero to be a shining
example of His glory and grace.
A few months after Tommy was released, a friend connected him with the
Apache DIY Home Repair program. While it was originally a way for Tommy to
get community service hours, he soon became passionate about the program
and the Kingdom Workers mission. Now Tommy shares his faith with others
in his community while he helps them learn valuable construction skills. God
connected Tommy to the DIY program so that, in turn, he could connect his
community with God.
Tommy now also speaks to groups about his faith journey. Many community
members knew the old Tommy and were amazed at the change in his life after
God changed his heart. Tommy knows firsthand what it is like to hit rock bottom, and his life experiences have helped him connect with fellow community
members who are at a low point in life due to poverty.
By connecting his fellow community members with the DIY program, Tommy is
helping set them up for success both physically and spiritually.
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United States
PEOPLE SERVED

LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

VISITING VOLUNTEERS

BUILDERS FOR CHRIST
Completing a building is always the main goal for each Builders For Christ project,
but Christian friendship and fellowship are at the heart of everything that is done.
From building and repairing mission congregations to post-disaster rebuilding and
emergency repairs, Builders For Christ volunteers make it their mission to use their
skills to help further God’s kingdom. This year nearly 300 local and visiting volunteers gave their time to 13 separate projects. One project that was particularly
moving for volunteers was the renovation of a home in Mazomanie, WI. The home
had suffered severe damage after a flood, and the outpouring of support and aid
from Builders For Christ made it possible for the family to have a warm, dry place
to call home in time for Christmas.

1 project
1 project

We could not have expanded
our ministry without their help.
C O N G R E G AT I O N A L B U I L D I N G
COMMITTEE CHAIR

7 projects
SQ. FEET COMPLETED

C O S T S AV I N G S B Y V I S I T I N G V O L U N T E E R S

2 projects

1 project

When we volunteer, we receive more than we could ever give.
VISITING VOLUNTEER

1 project
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United States
VISITING VOLUNTEERS

URBAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP
AND MENTORSHIP

INTERACTIONS

47%

The Urban Youth Leadership and Mentorship program in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is using one-to-one
mentoring and leadership development to help
inner city youth have a brighter future. This program works in partnership with Lighthouse Youth
Center to provide Christian role models for individual students. Mentors equip students to complete
high school, prepare for college or the workforce,
and empower them to be adult Christian leaders
in their community. This year we launched mentorship for young girls ages 9-15. This program is
working to connect the participants with positive
role models and mentors through devotions and
open group conversations.

of the girls said they see little
chance that they will stay in their
community after high school.

I want to help the community
out and stay focused so I can
get a college degree.

A community can be strengthened
by nurturing the next generation
to grow roots while mentoring
them for the future.

P R O G R A M PA RT I C I PA N T

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Goals

PEOPLE SERVED
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The girls shared that they aspire
to become a doctor, nurse, cosmetic surgeon, English major,
teacher, stylist, own a dance
company, renovate homes, study
French, go to culinary school,
have a family, and more...

Grenada
PEOPLE SERVED

LO C A L VO LU NT E E R S

HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND NUTRITION

In August, 2018, Grace Lutheran Church started
working with five local children who have neurological and developmental disabilities to provide customized educational support. To do this, volunteers
from Grace Lutheran received HANDLE (Holistic
Approach to Neurodevelopmental Learning
Efficiency) training. Special needs are broad, so
HANDLE is used to ensure that individuals’ needs
are met with care and understanding. Programs
like this are rare on the island of Grenada, making
the physical and spiritual support offered by Grace
Lutheran uniquely impactful. Thanks to the efforts
of Grace Lutheran and Worship at the Cross services, new families were reached with the gospel
message this year.

Aquaponics is bringing economic growth, environmental sustainability, and the gospel to people in Grenada. Since 2017 we have worked with
the Grenadian Zero Hunger Challenge Initiative
to provide training and supplies to individuals in
Grenada to run their own aquaponics systems.
The training also introduces people to improved
nutrition, new markets to sell their products, and
the love of Jesus. This is accomplished through a
gospel-based curriculum that utilizes Bible lessons
and prayers alongside aquaponics instruction. This
year aquaponics system construction began in two
additional parishes, and we were able to bring new
opportunities and God’s love to more people.

30%

more people were served in Grenada
than were originally planned in 2018.
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The goal is… to be a guide
on the side so that local
people can be the leaders.
BRENDA, VISITING VOLUNTEER

Grenada
a group of islands off the
coast of Venezuela and
home to approximately
107,000 people

Kingdom Builders’ Society was created
to encourage our supporters to include
Kingdom Workers in their estate plans
and to thank those who have.

The Founders Circle is a group of supporters who desire to assist in reaching
more people with the gospel message
by providing funds for unbudgeted but
vital projects.

We sincerely thank all those listed here who have made generous gifts today or committed joyful gifts in the future so Kingdom Workers can have an impact in spreading
God’s word far beyond what anyone might imagine.

Last year they raised the funds to supply books for three church and school libraries
in Indonesia.

If you have included Kingdom Workers in your estate plans and are not listed here,
please contact us at your earliest convenience at 414-257-3573 so we can include
your name.

Arlene Agnew

Ardell Mathews †

Dan and Frieda Carow

Bill and Cathy Meier

Bob and Debbie Carroll

David and Dena Miller

Ray and Ruth Dusseau

Ron and Joan Meier

Dick and Sandie Fuoss

Steven Montaba

Bob and Sharon Garbe

Dan and Jacki Moyle

Tim and Rita Geary

Verl and Clara Naber

Viola Georgson

Jude and Judy Peck

Jane Godfroy

Kent and Christine Raabe

Marilyn Hamilton

Betty Reaume

Floyd and Flora Helling

Waldmar Rink

Paul and Valerie Holzhueter

Bill and Phyllis Schmidt

Clarence and Ruth Jenkins

Clara Sennhenn

Chris and Lena Joch

Tom and Paula Siegel

Roger and Ruth Kamin

Lowell and Nancy Smith

Duane Kellor

John and Lisa Sorensen

Elsbeth Kietzmann

Lorraine Stueck

Renee Kietzmann

Joanne Thietje

Pastor William and LaVonne Kirchner

Richard and Eleanor Waldschmidt

Jerome and Suzanne Knapp

Ruth Westendorf

Irene Lape

John and Virginia Wiederhold

Carl and Carol Lemke

Elmer and Clarice Wohlers

Gene Luedtke

Ed † and Minette Wolf

Jim Malone

Dr. Thomas Ziebell

The Founders Circle has selected the work in Nigeria for 2019. They will be raising funds
to support the Kingdom Workers partnership with All Saints Rural Health Services, which
provides training and resources to congregational community health advocates. The
advocates serve families in their community, connecting them to Jesus their Savior and
Jesus their healer.
Founders Circle Directors: James Haag, Donald Whitlock, and Donovan Kemerley
Contact Don Whitlock with any questions about The Founders Circle at 414-241-1085.
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We pray that we
plant the seed,
God does the

watering.

T O M M Y, L O C A L V O L U N T E E R – A PA C H E R E S E R VAT I O N S

The world was
changed for 14,041
people last year.
Please consider supporting Kingdom Workers in 2019.

kingdomworkers.com
N19W24075 Riverwood Drive, Suite 200
Waukesha, WI 53188
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